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Serial No. 09/745,960 
Response to Official Action 


Remarks 


^ By the foregoing Amendment claim 20 is amended. Applicant respectfully sub- 
mits that no new matter has been added by this Amendment and that no additional 
searching is required as all the limitations of the claims have been present in the origi- 
nally filed claims. Entry and favorable consideration thereof is earnestly requested. 

Applicant has amended claim 20 to positively recite a screw made of a biode- 
gradable material. 

It is respectfully submitted that claims 1-11,14 and 20-22, all of the claims re- 
maining in the application, are in order for allowance, and early notice to that effect is 
respectfully requested. 


Respectfully submitted, 



Wesley W. Whitmyer, Jr.t/Registration No. 33,558 
Steven B. Simonis, Registration No. 54,449 
Attorneys for Applicants 
St.Onge Steward Johnston & Reens llc 
986 Bedford Street 
Stamford, CT 06905-5619 
203 324-6155 


